Love my way

Married to a

ConviCted
killer
When Robecca fell in love with Jeffrey Gilham, she knew
the murder of his parents was something that would
haunt her family forever. But a decade later, a further
twist would tear their lives apart. By Alice Wasley

In 1993, Stephen and Helen Gilham and
their son, Christopher, were stabbed to
death in their Sydney home. Their younger
son Jeffrey said Christopher had killed their
parents, and he’d killed Christopher in a fit
of rage. Jeffrey, then 23, pleaded guilty to
manslaughter. He was sentenced to a fiveyear good behaviour bond. Then, in 2008,
he was convicted of his parents’ murder.
He’s now serving two life sentences.
Here, his wife, Robecca, 40, opens up
about being married to a man behind bars.

W

hen Jeff was charged
with the murder of his
parents, I was eight-andhalf months pregnant with
our second child. He came
home in the middle of the day and said, “I need
you to sit down. I’ve been charged.” It was an
enormous shock. His instinct was to reassure
me. He’s the type of person who’s always
looking after someone else.
I met Jeff in 1990, when we were studying
engineering together. We were mates from
uni and, in 1993, at the time of the murders,
he was just a friend. I heard what happened to
his family on the radio. That night, I started
to piece together that it was Jeff; it was a
huge shock for everyone involved.
I went to the funeral with a group of friends.
I saw Jeff handcuffed to a policeman, sobbing
uncontrollably. He’d suffered great tragedy and
I wanted to offer him what form of support I
could. Along the way, we became involved.
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